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COMPATIBLE LAND USE 
 
The compatibility of existing and planned land uses in the vicinity of an airport is typically 
associated with the extent of the airport’s noise impacts.  Noise impacts are generally 
evaluated by comparing the extent of an airport’s noise exposure contours to the land uses 
within the immediate vicinity of the airport. 
 
A review of the City of Camarillo General Plan, which includes planning guidance for the area 
surrounding Camarillo Airport, indicates that compatible land uses are planned within the 
immediate vicinity of the airport.  The General Plan land use map indicates that the area north 
of the airport is planned for industrial, research and development, and office uses.  The areas 
south, east and west are planned for agricultural uses. 
 
 
LIGHT EMISSIONS AND VISUAL IMPACTS 
 
Airport lighting is characterized as either airfield lighting (i.e., runway, taxiway, approach and 
landing lights) or landside lighting (i.e., security lights, building interior lighting, parking lights, 
and signage).  Generally, airport lighting does not result in significant impacts unless a high 
intensity strobe light, such as a Runway End Identifier Light (REIL), would produce glare on any 
adjoining site, particularly residential uses. 
 
Visual impacts relate to the extent that the proposed development contrasts with the existing 
environment and whether a jurisdictional agency considers this contrast objectionable.  The 
visual sight of aircraft, aircraft contrails, or aircraft lights at night, particularly at a distance that 
is not normally intrusive, should not be assumed to constitute an adverse impact.   
 
The planned hangar development projects on the north side of the airport will occur 
approximately one half mile from existing residential development.  If the potential for lighting 
or visual impacts is determined to be associated with the planned development, consultation 
with local residents and the owners of light-sensitive sites may be needed to determine 
possible alternatives to minimize these effects without risking aviation safety or efficiency.  
Additional coordination with State, regional, or local art or architecture councils, tribes, or 
other organizations having an interest in airport-associated visual effects may be necessary.  
 
 
SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, 
AND CHILDREN’S ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY RISKS 
 
Socioeconomic impacts known to result from airport improvements are often associated with 
relocation activities or other community disruptions, including alterations to surface 
transportation patterns, division or disruption of existing communities, interferences with 
orderly planned development, or an appreciable change in employment related to the project.   
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The acquisition of real property or displacing people or businesses is required to conform to the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (URARPAPA).  
These regulations mandate that certain relocation assistance services be made available to 
owners/tenants of the properties.  The airport master plan does not include plans to acquire 
any property.  However the proposed extension of Taxiway F will require the relocation of the 
Ventura County Sheriff Department’s firing range.  Coordination with the Sheriff’s Department 
will be necessary.  Additionally, a proposed land exchange is being pursued for two parcels on 
the southern side of the airport.  Appropriate environmental documental may be necessary to 
complete this transaction. 
 
Executive Order 12898, Federal Action to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 
and Low-Income Populations, and the accompanying Presidential Memorandum, and Order 
DOT 5610.2, Environmental Justice, require FAA to provide for meaningful public involvement 
by minority and low-income populations as well as analysis that identifies and addresses 
potential impacts on these populations that may be disproportionately high and adverse. 
 
According to the EPA’s Environmental Justice Geographic Assessment Tool4, the U.S. Census 
Bureau block that includes the airport the airport environs do not contain high percentages 
(above 50 percent) of minority populations or high percentages of residents below the poverty 
level. 
 
Pursuant to Executive Order 13045, Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and 
Safety Risks, federal agencies are directed to identify and assess environmental health and 
safety risks that may disproportionately affect children.  These risks include those that are 
attributable to products or substances that a child is likely to come in contact with or ingest, 
such as air, food, drinking water, recreational waters, soil, or products to which they may be 
exposed. 
 
During construction of the projects outlined within the master plan, appropriate measures 
should be taken to prevent access by unauthorized persons to construction project areas.  
Additionally, best management practices should be implemented to decrease environmental 
health risks to children.  
 
 
WATER QUALITY 
 
The Clean Water Act provides the authority to establish water quality standards, control 
discharges, develop waste treatment management plans and practices, prevent or minimize the 
loss of wetlands, and regulate other issues concerning water quality.  Water quality concerns 
related to airport development most often relate to the potential for surface runoff and soil 
erosion, as well as the storage and handling of fuel, petroleum products, solvents, etc. 
 
Camarillo Airport is located within the Los Angeles Region (Region 4) of the California Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).  The RWQCB issues Federal National Pollutant Discharge 
                                                           
4 http://www.epa.gov/enviro/ej/.  Accessed January 2009. 
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Elimination System (NPDES) permits for discharge to surface waters.  The airport operates in 
conformance with Section 402(p) of the Clean Water Act.  Ventura County holds an NPDES 
Multi-Sector General Permit for stormwater discharges associated with industrial activity and 
maintains a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in accordance with EPA regulations.  
Construction of the planned improvements at the airport requires an update of the airport’s 
SWPPP and NPDES. 
 
The EPA’s Enviromapper website indicates that there are no impaired streams within the 
vicinity of the airport, thereby being in violation of established water quality standards. 
 
 
WETLANDS 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regulates the discharge of dredge and/or fill material 
into waters of the United States, including adjacent wetlands, under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act. 
 
Wetlands are defined by Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, as “those areas that 
are inundated by surface or groundwater with a frequency sufficient to support and under 
normal circumstances does or would support a prevalence of vegetation or aquatic life that 
requires saturated or seasonally saturated soil conditions for growth and reproduction.”  
Categories of wetlands includes swamps, marshes, bogs, sloughs, potholes, wet meadows, river 
overflows, mud flats, natural ponds, estuarine area, tidal overflows, and shallow lakes and 
ponds with emergent vegetation.  Wetlands exhibit three characteristics: hydrology, 
hydrophytes (plants able to tolerate various degrees of flooding or frequent saturation), and 
poorly drained soils. 
 
The National Wetlands Inventory classifies the Camarillo Hills Drain, located at the northern and 
western boundaries of the airport, as a riverine wetland.5  Construction of the T-hangar 
complex and associated access roads planned for the northeastern portion of the airport may 
affect this drainage.  During the environmental documentation process for this project, 
consideration should be given to the potential impacts to this drainage. 
 
 

                                                           
5 National Wetlands Inventory, http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html, accessed April 2009 


